
TEN minutes now I have been looking at 
this. / I have gone by here before  and 
wondered about it. / This is a bronze 
memorial of a famous general 

/ Riding horseback with a flag and a 
sword and a revolver on him. /  

I want to smash the  
whole thing   
into a pile     
of junk to be                         
 hauled away to  
  the        

TAKING DOWN
MONUMENTS

scrap            
   yard.

TAKING DOWN
MONUMENTS

Not marble, nor the gilded monuments
Of princes, shall outlive this powerful rhyme;

But you shall shine more bright in these contents
Than unswept stone besmear’d with sluttish time.
When wasteful war shall statues overturn,

And broils root out the work of masonry,
Nor Mars his sword  

nor war’s quick fire shall burn
The living record of your memory.

from: Sonnet 55, William Shakespeare (1609)
The verse on the front cover is from “Ready to Kill,” by Carl Sandburg 

“Chicago Poems” (1916)

One morning a week the peaceCENTER publishes 
“Monday’s Monument,” a photo and a description of a 
monument celebrating peace and justice.  
sanantoniopeace.center/peace-and-justice-monuments/

If you would like a copy of the “monuments” slide show, 
e-mail suives@texas.net. I will send you a link to the 
dropbox file. (35MB) It is an .odp Open Office file but can 
be imported into Powerpoint. It includes all the notes. 

PEOPLE WITH A PASSION FOR PEACE
Since 1995, the all-volunteer and interfaith peaceCENTER continues 
to be a significant community catalyst for peace in San Antonio, Tex-
as. Compassion and Justice are our strong guiding lights. Contem-

plative Practices, Experiential Education, and Nonviolent Actions are 
our working expressions throughout the community at large.

www.sanantoniopeace.center

ABOUT “TAKING DOWN MONUMENTS”
What happens when a monument no longer reflects the 
values of a society? Or (more likely) when a monument 
is still cherished by some, but reviled by others? What 
do we, as a community, do then? We’ll spend the first 
hour exploring how other places have dealt with their 
obsolete and controversial monuments (the theory) 
and the second hour discussing how San Antonio is 
addressing the Confederate monuments, symbols and 
names that remain as part of the civic landscape (the 
action.) Susan Ives, on the staff of the peaceCENTER, 
has been exploring the meaning and impact of  
monuments for more than a decade.



Ten Questions to Ask at a Historic Site
In his book Lies Across America, Professor James Loewen  posed 
these ten questions to ask at a  historic site.

1.  When did this location become a historic site? (When was the marker 
or monument put up? Or the house interpreted?) How did that time differ 
from ours? From the time of the event or person interpreted?

2.  Who sponsored it? representing which participant groups’s point of 
view? What was their position in the social structure when the event 
occurred? When the site went “up”?

3. What were the sponsor’s motives? What were their ideological needs 
and social purposes? What were their values?

4.  What is the intended audience for the site? What values were they 
trying to leave for us, today? What does the site ask us to go and do or 
think about?

5.  Did the sponsors have government support? At what level? Who was 
ruling the government at the time? What ideological arguments were 
used to get the government acquiescence?

6.  Who is left out? What points of view go largely unheard? How would 
the story differ if a different group told it? Another political party? Race? 
Sex? Class? Religious group?

7.  Are there problematic (insulting, degrading) words or symbols that 
would not be used today, or by other groups?

8. How is the site used today? Do traditional rituals continue to connect 
today’s public to it? Or is it ignored? Why?

9.  Is the presentation accurate? What actually happened? What 
historical sources tell of the event, people, or period commemorated at 
this site?

10. How does the site fit in with others that treat the same era? Or 
subject? What other people lived ad events happened then but are not 
commemorated? Why?
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