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Kids of San Antonio 



Stand for Children 
Saturday, June 6, 1998 

10a.m. 
Milam Park 

Kicking off the Celebration of Children 
will be a rally that includes a parade and 
keynote speakers addressing issues on 
health and welfare of children. 

Stand for Children, which began as a 
national event in 1996, •Jrges every Ameri­
can to assume responsibility as an indi­
vidual, as a community and as a nation to 
improve the quality of life for children. 

Advocates for children, including 
parents and their children, are urged to 
participate in the day of awareness which 
begins with a morning march at 10 a.m. 
from Milam Park to a rally at the Alamo 
beginning at 11 a .m. Entertainment follows. 

Bring your banners and signs! 

For more information, calJ the 
City of San Antonio 

Children's Resources Division 
(210) 246-5204 

Children's Faith Initiative 
Weekend, June 6 & 7, 1998 

More than 150 area churches and 
synagogues are expected to devote their 
liturgies and sermons to children's issues 
such as health care and safety on this 
special weekend. 

We appeal to San Antonio to pray for 
children, and also pray that policy makers 
and community leaders will work on the 
behalf of children. 

Community volunteer opportunities will 
also be highlighted, giving congregations 
the opportunity to share time, talent and 
love with children. 

The San Antonio Community of 
Churches, Methodist Healthcare Ministries 
and peace CENTER will co-sponsor this 
event. 

For more information, call the 
A Vision for Children Center 

(210) 737-0742 

WOMAN AT THE \VELL HOUSE NEEDS COPIER 

\.VOMAN AT THE WELL BOUSE, a ministry to women in transition from prison, needs a good, workable copy 
machine. If your congregation has rec.ently purchased a new copy machine and has a usable machine which you 
would be willing to donate, please call the office of the San Antonio Community of Churches, 733 -9 159. 
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COVENANT FOR CHILDREN 
1998 

As leaders of the Religious Community we firmly state, that, in any society the measure of its 
greatness is in how its least powerful and most fragile members are cared for. In all religions the 
key to faith, hope and love rests in our promises to our children. In our San Antonio, Bexar 
County and South Texas areas all of us, of many faiths, beliefs, theologies and religions, share a 
common desire to impriove on the physical, emotional and spiritual life conditions of our children. 

How we change our corrununities to better care for our littlest members is how we will be 
remembered. 

To this end we now dedicate and charge all of our religious leaders, lay leaders and church 
members to a call to action. 

To do all that we can in any way we can to improve on what we are doing for 
children. 

To spend more time, more effort, more energy, more money, more activity and more 
action on raising the quality of everything that we do for children, concentrating on 
the spiritual, emotional and physical well being of our children. 

To guide, encourage and assist parents and children in achieving more fulfilling, 
enjoyable, happy and wholesome lives. 

This is our covenant, these are our go~ls. You are challenged, diree-1ed and called to devising, in your 
own way, a better San Antonio, Bexar County and South Texas for our children. 

~~~~ 
Rev. Charles Babcock 

~~4 
Dr. Lewis Le~ 

Blue Bonnet Area of the Christian Church San Antonio Baptist Association 

-7 ~4 
~ .. ~~-----

ishop Ja •s E. Bennett 
SW Texas Synod of the ELCA 

±:/? ~ .z__ggap# 
Archbishop Patrick Flores £ abbi Samuel M. Stahl 
Arch ocese of San Apio ~ !}_~ _ Temple Beth-El ' 

. - . , ~ - ~L.2~&2--/ 
Bis op James E. Folts Mrs. sy{Vl; Washer 
Episcopal Diocese of West Texas Executiv'e- resbyter, Mission Presbytery 

~et~~ 
Executive Dir. SA Community of Churches· 
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Monday, Junes, 1998 

The Rev. Emet Huntsman helps Rachel Jaster, 8, with her reading of the New Testament on Sunday, the second day of the Stand for Children faith initiative. 



BY ELAINE Alt.AOJLLAS 

VCPllESs-NEWS ST Aff WlllTEll 

Like little angels, two cbtldrcn 
dressed in white robes hand<'d 
out bulletins and guided worship­
ers to their seats Sunday at Oak 
M eadow United M ethodist 
Church. 

Throughout the service, entitl­
ed "A Celebrallon of the Chil­
dren," the Rev. Emet Huntsman 
repeatedly urged his congrega­
tion to pray for the children less 
fortunate Ulan those in attcn-

dance. 
"Give us the courage to love 

th<'Se Little ones as you love 
them," Huntsman said. 

The United Methodist Church, 
2740 Hunters Green, helped cele­
brate the citywide Faith Initia­
tive Project, "Stand for Children, 
Pray for Children, Plan for Chil­
dren," by holding a service per­
formed by children. 

"I think it's important that we 
allow the children to take part in 
this. How can they come to ap­
preciate what we d-0 here, i f they 

don't ever take part in 
(church)?" Huntsman said. 

Children and youth were invit­
ed to gather at the altar to re­
ceive a blessing from the congre­
gation. One by one, toddlers and 
children trudged along to the 
front of the church where they sat 
in a Jumbled circle. 

The children and parents lis­
tened to Huntsman bestow praise 
and thanks for their existence. 

They then r<'turn<'d to their 
scats, and 8-year-old Rachel 
Jaster, dressed in a red, while 

and denim dress. read a passage 
from the New Testament. 

The congregation listened in­
tently as she spoke soruy, slop­
ping briefly to ask for word pro­
nunciation from Huntsman. 

Later, Jaster admitted she was 
shy and had trouble pronouncing 
some of the words. 

Midway through tht:> service, 
Tt>rri Boyce gave a personal ac­
count or what the church means 
to her. 

She preached to the congrega­
tion about her struggle with God 

and finding the right church. 
Boyce compared her journey to 

the various bikes she owned in 
her lifetime or 18 years. 

The recent Clark High School 
graduate encouraged others to 
find faith and happiness wjthin 
the church community. 

"My main role was to set an ex­
ample," she said. "I hope the kids, 
especially in this church, build a 
relationship with God and be­
come a part of the church fami­
ly." 
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Speaking 
Out 

Faith in God 
tnotivated 
peace leaders 
BY D EBORAH HANUS 

SPECIAL TO THE EXPRESS·NEWS 

have ever felt." 

In April 1963, civil 
rights leader Martin 
Luther King Jr. sat in 
solitary confinement 
in the Birmingham 
Jail. 

He would later 
reflect that the 
actions leading to his 
arrest emerged out 
of the "deepest quiet I 

In his letter from the Birmingham 
Jail, King challenged the conscience of 
"An unjust law is a human law that is 
not rooted in eternal law." 

King's challenge has inspired the 
United Nations to sponsor a Season of 
Nonviolence from Jan. 30 through April 
4 as a time to recommit to his 
principles and those of Mahatma 
Gandhi. 

Both King and Gandhi believed 
action was needed to right the massive 
wrongs that suffounded them. Both 
plunged into the political fray as it 
presented itself. Yet, both were intense­
ly spiritual men. 

The spiritual perspective out of 
which they acted is often forgotten when 
we view them only as historical, politi­
cal figures. For both, the impetus to 
involve themselves in the struggles and 
sufferings of the world sprang from 
deeply soulful lives. 

For both men, the formation of their 
principles were rooted in an ongoing 
conversation with God. Out of their 
prayerful conversation they sought 
ways to root human justice in "eternal 
law." 

Both men sought to create in the pre­
sent moment a reflection of God's 
eternal moment. 

Gandhi pursued this conversation 
through prayer and fasting and kept one 
day of silence a week. 

Throughout his life Gandhi explored 
new methods of communicating the 
eternal moment in the present moment. 

He often attended meetings and sim­
ply sat cross-legged and swayed, saying 
nothing. Then he would smile and touch 
his palms together in the Hindu 
greeting of reverence for the other per­
son. 

These actions, rather than words, 
helped him establish compassionate 
relationships with others. 

King, too, relied upon union with God 
for creative nonviolence, saying, 
"Our capacity to deal creatively with 
shattered dreams is ultimately 
determined by our faith in God." 

Gandhi and King knew that prayer 
kept them faithful to a God who desires 
our cooperation to stay connected to one 
another. 

Conversations with God move us out 
of our own small agendas and allow us 
to connect with those principles and val­
ues which enrich and transform our 
own meager imaginations and our limit· 
ed capacity for compassion. 

Through prayerful union with God, 
King and Gandhi expanded their 
consciousness and were able to move 
beyond their own cultures, times and 
places. 

Prayer shifts us from dominance 
over others to relationships with all of 
creation. It helps us to connect our 
dreams with the dreams of a diverse 
and inclusive human community. 

Action alone will not keep the princi­
ples of King and Gandhi alive. We, 
too, must sit, solit ary and reflective, and 
allow God to form and shape ow· con­
science and deepen our awareness of 
our own place and time. 

To grow in love and to challenge the 
social ills of our own epoch requires 
time spent in the eternal moment, in 
prayer and contemplation of eternal 
values. These moments keep us focused 
and compassionate and give us the 
strength of character to act without self 
interest. Are our efforts for peace and 
actions made in the name of justice 
rooted in "the deepest quiet I have ever 
felt'?" 

Deborah Hanus is director of the 
Center for Spiritual Growth and the 
Contemplative Life in San .4ntonio. 
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