


































































Saturday, April 11, 1998 

San Antonio Express-News 

Exhibit shows 
stations of cross 
Bv SUZANNE HoHOUK. 

EXl'ttESS-t.IEWS STArF WRITER 

Cut out a variety of pictures 
from magazines, use Bible verses 
explaining what happened to Jesus 
Christ before his crucJfix:ion and 
you have a modern-day version of 
the Stalions of the Cross. 

And the stations - at least from 
an artist's perspective - will nev­
er be the same. 

Rosalyn Falcon Collier, a l:loman 
Catholic, and the Rev. Ann Helm­
ke, a Lutheran minister, created 
the collages as part of their Lenten 
onserv anccs. 

"We needed something to give 
our Lent. a lirt," Collier said. 

The project is titled, "Shall we· 
ever rise? A holy walk." 

The work began about four 
weeks ago when the women, both 
leaders at the Sao Antonio Peare 
Center, began clipping photo­
graphs from magazines and fash­
ioning them into designs that con­
nect Christian history with today's 
world. 

"We wanted to make them con­
temporary," Collier said. 

The collages arc mounted on 
black foam board and depi<:t 
events ranging from when J csus 
Christ was condemned to death to 
his resunection. 

lklow the pictures are quotes 
from the New Testament 

At a station called "Condemned," 
.Jesus is sentenced tu death on the 
<Toss, and lhl' re arc pictures of an 
old man looking through a wire 
fence. 

In the left corner is a picture of 
water, symbolizing when the Ro­
man governor Pontius Pilate, not 
finding fault with .Jesus, washed 
his hands of I he situation. 

Claire Smith of Studio Callo on 
South Alamo, when' the 10 stations 
were shown temporarily, saicl Col­
lier anct Helmke walked in 
ly and asked if their work could bl' 
displayed. 

"We had a showing that Friday 
night and it was that time of year, 
so it fit perfectly," sht• said. 

Artist Lewis Smith, whose work 
is on display at Studio Gallo, said 
people have been engaged in the 
work. 

"I've wakhet1 people and they 
walk down the line ancl read it all. 
Jn the atmosphere of a gallery 
opening, that's unusual," he said. 

For people who lake l)art in the 
Stations of the Cross regularly, 
this contemporary version offers a 
new angle at the suffl'ring .Jesus 
experienced, as well as how it can 
be applied today. 
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A collection of contemporary Stations of the Cross includes a dis­
play called 'Condemned.' in which an old man peers through a 
fence. 
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April 8, I 998 

The Rev. Ann E. Helmke 
530 Bandera Road 
San Antonio, Texas 78228 

Dear Rev. Helmke: 

210/408-4500 FAX: 2101408-4501 

SUZANNE DELAMA l:-1 
AOWlN llCAr AltV 

I want to thank you for the gift that Rosalyn Collier delivered to me this morning. 
the beautiful Stations of the Cross hangings. I appreciate your thoughtfulness in 
being willing to share this gift with us. 

May God bless you in your ministry of peace. 

Sincere!~~ 

~~n 
cc: Rosalyn Collier 

SOUTH WEST T EXA S CONFERENCE R IO GRA SDE C ONFER ENCi: 



ARCHDIOCESE OF SAN ANTONIO 

April 15, 1998 

Ms. Rosalyn Falcon Collier 
Rev. Anne E. Helmke 
Peace Center 
530 Bandera Road 
San Antonio, Texas 78228 

CHANCERY OFFICE 
P.O. BOX 28410 

SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 78228-0410 
TELEPHONE (210) 734-2620 

Dear Ms. Collier and Rev. Helmke: 

On behalf of the many Archdiocesan Agencies that share the Chancery building, I want to 
personally thank you for the Lenten mediation, "Shall We Arise?". 

t 

Mr. Perillo informed me that both of you had prepared this gift for all the judicatories in south 
Texas. This is truly an inspired gift which will remind us all of our common journey as Christian 
people. It was also a vivid reminder of the pain that many of our brothers and sisters experience 
throughout the world -pain which often we would rather not see. 

Please except my sincere thanks for this gift. Additionally, I am grateful for your collaboration 
with our Anti-Violence Effort (A VE) and the many other great works you have done on behalf of 
peace in our community. God bless you both. 

Sincerely in the Lord, 

1- /- ---2-. ...2-~ 
Most Reverend Patrick F. Flores, D.D. 
Archbishop of San Antonio 

PFF/mgs 
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Press Release 

Press Conference 

Where: St l\1.ary's University Center for Legal and Social Justice 
2507 N.W. 36th St. 

When: Friday April 24, 1998 
Tbne: l 0:30 am 

Representa.dves fmm a coalition of peace and justice organizations and concerned citizens 
will be holding a press conference at St Mary's University Center for Legal and Social 
Justice at l 0:30 am to alert the public regarding the US Army School of the Americas and a 
peace vigil to be held at 2:30 ~>n Swtday, April 26th calling for the closing of the School. 

Brief history of the US Army School of the Americas (SOA): 

E!!!Bbli$lted in Panama in ! 946, the SOA ha9 trilined °''er 60,000 officers ao.d enJistod JTien of oppressive govemmerits 1hroughout Latin 
America and 1he Caribbean, including El Salvador. Guatemala. l:londuras. Colombia. Peni #Id Bolivia. The school has ollen been 
rderrcd to as the "School of Coups'' because of the reputation of its most famo~ graduates. ht 19S4 the school moved to Fort Bennln.g. 
in Americas Gea-gia 3ftei- it was farced out of Pmunna under terms of the Panama Canal Treaty. 

Graduates included are: General .Manuel Noriega,. former president of Pan.ama. oow serving time in a U.S. prison: General Hugo Baozer, 
Bolivian dktator (1971-78) wb.o achieved p<>wer through a violent ccrap, mid whose p:ictun! now bangs in 1he sdiool's H.all of Fame; 
General Hectl:lr Gramajo. foI?ller Defense Min:ister of GuRtet'l'Ul)a, recently accused of tomire and war crimes by C. S. humin' rightS 
prups; Major Joseph-Michael F ranoois, Chit+' of Police in Hliti, who played a key role in a coup that ousted Presidart Ari!d:id.e and the 
late Roberto D'Aubuisson, El Salvador's well-known c!eath squad leader, who ·was implicated in ·the deirth of Archbishop Oscar Romero. 
As recently as Dect':l.'l'lbcr 22, 1997 gred\lal.e.s of' the SOA have been implicmed in lhe slaughter af 45 peasams in Chiapa."i., Mexico. At 
least 13 SOA graduates: are mi.limy officials in Mexico's southem States. 

Sponsors of this event are: 

Christians foe Peace in El Salvador (CRISP AZ), Sangha Del Corazon, Pill( Christi, the l>ea.ceCenter, 'F'ello\l<'Shlp of Recoru:iliario.o, 
Refugee Aid Pro.iect. ClUlltemala Support Network, ~am.a Peace mui Justice Cente:r. Jaime P. 'Martine-t- t . U. B-AFL.CIO, District #11, 
Fuerza "Gnid.a, Southwest Workers Union. Amnesly Intemarional, Chapters af IDcamate Word Hi~ School, Trinity University and 
Cenllil Caiholic High School 

The Peace Vigil will be held at Gra.;e Lutheran Church at 2:30 pm, S04 Avenue E 

For more info. please caU: Jacqui Schoonover CRISPAZ, 534-6996 or 533-9634 
einailtCRISPAZ@igc.apc.org; or Michael Trigilio st S.ngha del Corazon, 829--8428. 

CRISP AZ USA 
1135 Mi9$iOTI .ROAd 
$a~ A.nto.ni.01 Te;r;as 78210 
tel: (2.10) SM-6996 

CRISP AZ E1 Salvador 
Apartado Postal 294.4 

San Salvador, El Salvador 
tel/fax: 011~503-226-0829 
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Protesters want end 
to· 'assassin's school' 
BY ANASTASIA C1sNui.os ·LUNSFORD 

EXP ft ESS.NEWS STAFF WRITER 

Her father's murder in Guatema­
la occurred 20 years ago but Katja 
Koh.Irr still lives with the pain and 
anger. 

Kohler's mother found ht•r father 
and his friend floating in a river. 
Signs of torture were t•vident, she 
s,ud. Her mother buried them 
ncurt>y and marked the grave with 
wooden crosses 

Kohler sharrd her heart -wrench­
ing story Sunday during a vigil to 
urge national leaders to close the 

• U.S. Army School of the Americas 
m Fort B<•nning, Ga. About 75 pro-

• lt>sters gathrr<'d at Grace' Luthrr­
an Church downtown to hrar testi­
moni<.>s from survivors and partic­
ipate' in a peaee walk. 

L'he local vigil was sponsored by 
Christians for Peace in l<~l Salva­
dor, Pax Christi, the PeaceCcnter, 
th~ 1''ellowsh1p of Reconciliation, 
<luatt•mala Support Network and 
others. 

In Wa.c;hington n.c.. a similar 
vigil "'as held Sunday at Lafayette 

Park in front of the White House. 
School of the Arnexi<.·as Watch, an 
organization that wants 1 lw mili­
tary training school cloS('d, also 
will lobby legislators today and 
Tuesday on the steps of the Capt· 
tol. 

"It was obvious the government 
\\.as in\Olved (m her father's mur­
der)," said Kohler. 29. " It upsets 
me to know the (Umll'd States) 
had something to do, through thl• 
School of the Americas. with my 
father's death and so many other 
fathers' and mothers' draths." 

For 50 years, the school, known 
to protesters as the "School of As­
sassins," has tramed more than 
60,000 Latin American mihtary of­
ficials. 

l'ast graduates include Urn 
Manuel Nori<'ga of Panama, Maj 
Roberto D'Aubuisson of F.I Salva­
dor and Gc>n. Anastasio Somoza of 
Nicaragua. 

Supporters of the school are ask· 
ing for renewed funclmg, which 

• See PROTESTERS/1 SA 

Protesters call for end 
to 'school of assassins' 
• Cont inued from 14A 
totals about $18 milhon a year an<1 
comes from U.S. taxpayers. 

The Rev. Marty Elsner, a .Jesuit 
pnest from Our Lady of Guada­
lupe Church on the Wc.o.;t Side. said 
it's common for Latin American 
soldiers to abuse human nght.s 
Many school tramecs also haw 
been mvolvl•d in the massacres of 
thousands or propll'. 

"The studenL'> !(•am fast about 
torturc, mtumdation and crowd 
patrol," Elsner said. "Th(• students 
have learned the perfect plan for 
crowd patrol - kill the nuns, the 
archbishop and the .Jrsuits. And 
the p<•oplc• will lose the p<•ople who 

JlRRY LARA I Staff 

Katia Kohler (center) is comforted by her fiance, Marshall Gause 
(right) and Michael Trigilio (left) after she spoke to a crowd Sun­
day at Grace Lutheran Church. Kohler recounted the story of her 
father's murder in G'iatemala in 1979. 

have hclj)<.'d them stand up. " 
Graduates or the school have 

been linked to numerous grL<;l} 
deaths including the assassination 
of Archbishop Oscar Romero m El 
Salvador. the murder or six JesuitS 
and thrir housekeepers on No\', 16, 
1989, in l<~l Sal\ ador and the slaugh· 
ter of 45 peasants m Chiapas. Mex­
ico. in De<.·cmber, according to 
pubHsht'd reports. 

Trigil10 said Americans should 
petition the closure of the school 
and urge their representatives and 
senators to support House Resolu 
lion 611 and Senate Bill 980, both 
supporting the shutdown of the 
School of the Americas. 
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·with Texas in lead, U.S. ex 
ASSOCIATED PRESS 

WASHINGTON - Executions at 
·u.s. ·prisons have reached a 40-
year high this · year, with 57 con­
victed murderers put to death and 

' three months to go. 
Dwight Dwayne Adanandus' exe- • 

cution by injection Wednesday in 
Texas brought the nationwide 
yearly totaJ to its highest level 
since 1957, when 65 people were 
subjected to capital punishment. 

This year's total could surpass 
the 1957 number if executions con­
tinue at the current pace, aided by 
streamlined appeal processes in 
federal courts and some state 
courts. 

"There are going to be more exe­
cutions in the future as these cases 
get speeded up" as a result of fed­
eral and state laws shortening the 
appeaJ process, said Richard Die­
ter of the Death Penalty Informa­
tion Center, a Washington-based 
group that is concerned with what 
it says are inequities in how the 
death penalty is applied. 

ASSOCIATED PRESS There have been 415 executions 
nationwide since the Supreme 
Court ended a four-year moratori­
um on capital punishment in 1976. 
Of those, 137 were in Texas, includ­
ing 30 so far this year. 

"There really is overwhelming 
support for the death penalty in 

Texas," said Ward Tisdale of the 
state attorney general's office. 
"That's not to say we jump for joy 
when there's an execution. It's a 
somber moment for those in-
valved." 

recyclable @ 

More than 3,200 people are on 
death rows nationwide, and 13 of 
the 38 states with capital punish­
ment laws have carried out execu­
tions this year. Virginia ranks sec­
ond to Texas, with six executions. 

Executions also were carried 
out in Florida, Missouri, Louisi­
ana, Alabama, Arkansas, South 
Carolina, Oklahoma, Arizona, Ore­
gon, Maryland and Kentucky. Ken­
tucky's execution was its first in 
35 years. 

Forty-five people were executed 
nationwide last year, and 56 in 
1995. The most executions in any of 
the previous 18 years was 38 in 
1993. 

The large number of executions 
in Texas this year is partly due to 
a backlog of cases from 1996, when 
executions were virtually halted 
during a court challenge to a new 
state law aimed at speeding up ap­
peals. Texas had 19 executions in 
1995, and three last year. Execu­
tions resumed early this year after 
the new law was upheld by a state 
appeals court. 

In Florida, executions are on , 
hold during a court challenge to 
that state's use of tbe electric 
chair. Fire and smoke erupted 
from behind an inmate's face 
mask during an electrocution in 
March, and another death row in-

San Antonio Express-News 

:ecutions at a 40-year high 
mate is arguing that using the 
electric chair amounts to cruel 
and unusual punishment. 

Lawmakers, frustrated with in· 
mate appeals sometimes lasting a 
decade or more, have sought to 
streamline the process in federal 
courts and in many states. Last 
year, Congress enacted a law set­
ting time limits for state inmates 

to file appeals in federal courts. 
But Dieter's group worries that 

the trend toward speeding up 
death penalty appeals may send in-

. nocent people to the death cham­
ber. Since 1973, he said, 72 death 
row inmates have been freed after 
being acquitted. He said it took an 
average of seven years to find the 
mistake and release the inmate. 

"There's a concern that this 
speeding up of the process will re­
sult in mistakes and injustices," 
Dieter said . 

Tonya Mcclary of the NAACP 
Legal Defense and Education 
Fund also noted that Congress has 
ended federal financing for legal 
centers that handle appeals by 
death row inmates in many states. 
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·with Texas in lead, U.S. ex 
ASSOCIA TEO PRESS 

WASHINGTOI\ - Executions at 
U.S. ·prisons have reached a 40· 
year high this · year, with 57 con­
victed murderers put to death and 

'three months to go. 
Dwight Dwayne Adanandus' exe­

cution by injection Wednesday in 
Texas brought the nationwide 
yearly total to its highest level 
since 1957, when 65 people were 
subjected to capital punishment. 

This year's total could surpass 
the 1957 number if executions con­
tinue at the current pace. aided by 
streamlined appeal processes in 
federal courts and some state 
courts. 

"There are going to be more exe· 
cutions in the future as these cases 
get speeded up" as a result of fed· 
eral and state laws shortening the 
appeal process, said Richard Die­
ter of the Death Penalty Informa­
tion Center, a Washington-based 
group that is concerned with what 
it says are inequities in how the 
death penalty is applied. 

There have been 415 executions 
nationwide since the Supreme 
Court ended a four-year moratori· 
um on capital punishment in 1976. 
Of those, 137 were in Texas. includ­
ing 30 so far this year. 

"There really is overwhelming 
support for the death penalty in 
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Texas." said Ward Tisdale of the 
state attorney general's office. 
"That's not to say we jump for joy 
when there's an execution. It's a 
somber moment for those in· 
volved." 

More than 3,200 people are on 
death rows nationwide, and 13 of 
the 38 states with capital punish· 
ment laws have carried out cxc·cu· 
tions this year. Virginia ranks sec­
ond to Texas, with six exeC'utions. 

Executions also were carried 
out in Florida, Missouri, Louisi· 
ana, Alabama, Arkansas, South 
Carolina, Oklahoma, Arizona, Or<'· 
gon, :Maryland and Kentucky. Ken· 
tucky's execution was its first in 
35 years. 

Forty-five people were executed 
nationwide last year. and 56 in 
1995. The most executions in any of 
the previous 18 years was 38 in 
1993. 

The large number of executions 
in Texas this year is partly due to 
a backlog of cases from 1996, when 
executions were virtually halted 
during a court challenge to a new 
state law aimed at speeding up ap· 
peals. Texas had 19 executions in 
1995, and three last year. Execu­
tions resumed early this year after 
the new law was upheld by a state 
appeals court. 

In Florida, executions are on 
hold during a court challenge to 
that state's use of the electric 
chair. Fire and smoke erupted 
from behind an inmate's face 
mask during an electrocution in 
:March, and another death row in· 

San Ant onio Express-News 

:ecutions at a 40-year high 
mate is arguing that using the 
electric chair amounts to cruel 
and unusual punishment. 

Lawmakers, frustrated with in· 
mate appeals sometimes lasting a 
decade or more, have sought to 
streamline the process in federal 
courts and in many states. Last 
year, Congress enacted a law set· 
ting time limits for state inmates 

to file appeals in federal courts. 
But Dieter's group worries that 

the trend toward speeding up 
death penalty appeals may send in· 
nocent people to the death cham· 
bet. Since 1973, he said, 72 death 
row inmates have been freed after 
being acquitted. He said it took an 
average of seven years to find the 
mistake and release the inmate. 

"There's a concern that this 
speeding up of the process will re­
sult in mistakes and injustices," 
Dieter said. 

'l'onya Mcclary of the NAACP 
Legal Defense and Education 
Fund also noted that Congress has 
ended federal financing for legal 
centers that handle appeals by 
death row inmates in many states. 
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TUCKER EXECUTION 

Woman's execution moved many, for and 
BY MATT FLORES 
EXPR ESS·NEWS STAFF WRITER 

HUNTSVILLE - 'l'he debate 
over whether Karla li'aye Tucker 
should have been put to death may 
linger for a long time, but one 
thing about her execution Tuesday 
was unequivocal: its 
newsworthiness. 

An international media corps 
that easily numbered more than 
100 crammed the lawn outside the 
infamous Walls Unit, where the 
death chamber is located, to cover 
Texas' first execution of a female 
since the Civil War. 

It was a media event unparal­
leled in this East Texas city of 
34,000 people, at least by most folks' 
accounts. 

"This is a circus," said .Jim 
BalZarettL a 25-year Huntsville 
resident who retired last year 
from the Texas Department of 
Criminal Justice. 

Balzaretti, 57, referred to the 
hordes of media, protesters and 
others who had gathered at the 
barrlcades that had been erected 
outside the Walls Unit. 

"I haven't seen anything this big 
since Carasco in 1974," he added, 
referring to the 11-<lay standoff in 
July or that year in which South 
Texas drug kingpin Fred Gomez 
Carasco and a group of other in­
mates held fellow inmates and 
guards hostage. 

• That incident also drew scores of 
reporters - both nationally and in­
ternationally. Carasco and three 
others were killed in a shootout 
that ended his bid for freedom. 

A crowd of several hundred peo­
ple - some death-penalty oppo­
nents, others in favor of state-sanc­
tioned executions - began assem­
bling as early as 9 a.m. for Tuck­
er's execution, which was set for 6 
P·'!1.: She was pronounced dead at 

Death penalty debate 
rages on Internet sites 
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BY BILL HENDRICKS 

EXPRESS-NEWS STAFF WRITER 

The debate between advocates 
and opponents of capital ' 
ment raged in1 o u­
ov 

Huntsville 
·grabs world 

• attention 
BY CHRISTOPHER BURNS 

ASSOC::IA TED PRESS 
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PARIS - Her face covered lead as she 
ing newspapers around the wo~ld . 
and breathless foreign journaltsttut their 
reported live from Texas while thP'l effort 
minutes ticked down to Karli 
Faye Tucker's execution Tuesday. 

'fo much of the world mediaute 
Tucker's case had become a rall)t. 
ing point for opponents of t~e 
death penalty, banned years a~o w 
Europe and many other count:ies. 

"We're hoping for a miracle 
here if Karla Faye Tucker is to 1 

Jive ,', said a visibly moved journal­
ist 'ror France 2 television as he 
did a live report in front of the 
prison where Tucker was being 
held ln Huntsville. 

The miracle did not come: Tuck­
er, 38, was declared dead by injec­
tion at 6:45 p.m. She became the 
first woman executed in Texas .1 
since the Civil War, and the first 
nationwide since 1984. 

Tucker was the lead story in sev­
eral French newspapers as well as 
the nightly news. 

victims are escorted past the media into the Walls 
Unit. 

5:45 p.m.: In Austin, the governor's office says 
calls are still coming in about the execution. Since 
Dec. 8, the office has rec:eived more than 9,000 
calls about the case. 

,,.~ ,... 



World reaction to Karla Faye Tucker's execution 
Here's what the world is saying in 
the wake of Karla Faye Tucker's 
execution: 

R. Crease from New Jersey says: 
''Firm believer in death penalty. Congrats to 
Texas. N.J. should follow your example." 

Jerry Bowlin from Germany says: 
HShe needs Jesus where she is going. May 
God have mercy on her soul. She still must be 
responsible for ht>r actions.'' 

Shimizu Roberto Makoto from Brazil says: 
"The Lord will be merciful to the merciful It 
is very good to hear that Karla has known 
Christ. She was dead and got real life. Justice 
of man does not reflect the 1ustrce of God. 
She can be executed by man - but no one 
can take away the salvation of the Lord, the 
eternal life. Man trying to imitate God and 
his justice generally results in wrong 
decisions. As a human being and as a 
Christian I do not support the death penalty." 

Britta Lindbjerg in Denmark says: 
I, as a woman in Denmark, have to say these 
words: What do you win with killing Karla 
Tucker? Let her live in jail for lifetime. To loll 
people like that brings you back to the 
Middle Ages. I know what she has done, but 
anyway. I feel sorry for you all. 

The United Nations: 
Mary Robinson, the U.N. high commissioner 
for human rights, was "saddened" to learn of 
the execution, calling the increasing use of 
the death penalty in the United States "a 
matter of serious concern." 
"I have full sympathy for the families of the 
victims of murder and other crimes," she said, 
"but I do not accept that one death justifies 
another." 

The Vatican; 
While there was no official comment, sources 
close to the Vatican said the case aroused 
bitterness over "the contradiction of certain 
Western societies embracing maximum 
human rights while also putting a strong 
sense of revenge into practice." 

Sweden: 
The Swedish 'press called Tucker's execution 
"cold-blooded murder." 
"Texas bureaucrats ran back and forth, spoke 
occasionally with journalists and distributed 
nice information folders. They informed 
about, and organized, a murder," the evening 
Expressen in Stockholm said. "Karla Faye 
Tucker was murdered in an organized and 
entirely coldblooded manner," it added, 
calling the Huntsville prison "a death factory." 

An editorial in Stockholm's daily Svenska 
Dagbladet said an "important and 
fundamental objection (to the death penalty) 
is that it violates respect for human rights, 
that the state plans and commits murder on 
its citizens. 
"A civilized state can not murder its own 
citizens without at the same time subjecting 
its own principles to mortal danger." 

Spain: 
In Spain, where the death penalty was 
scrapped in 1977, the press deplored the 
execution. Newspapers, TV and radio shows 
were full of the story. 
"That Karla Faye Tucker was a woman was 
not the issue," the daily El Pais in Madrid 
wrote "Neither she nor anyone else should 
be sentenced to death in the United States, 
because the death penalty is immoral, 
unworthy of a country which proclaims itself 
the defender of human rights in the world." 
The editorial said the death penalty "forms 
part of an American culture that is closely tied to 
other pre-civilized practices such as lynching." 

France: 
In France, Paris' daily Le Monde condemned 
"the barbaric rule under which a terrible 
crime must be punished by legalized 
murder." 
French Finance Minister Dominique Strauss­
Kahn bluntly denounced the execution: "I am 
very shocked that in an age in which we live 
today in developed, culturally advanced 
countries, we could continue to use the death 
penalty." 

Argentina: 
The Argentine media generally denounced 
the "morbid Huntsville show" but otherwise 
did not highlight the affair. 

South Africa: 
The Star in Johannesburg was firmly on the 
side of abolition Tuesday. The newspaper's 
editorial slammed the execution as "an ugly 
act which blights society ... has no deterrent 
effect and negates rather than aids efforts to 
create a culture in which life has real value. 
"South Africa, despite its shocking murder 
rate, was right to abolish the gallows," The 
Star concluded. 

Italy: 
In Italy, state television showed a bitter 
President Oscar Luigi Scalfaro saying of 
Americans" .. and these are people who 
have marked great moments of civilization." 

Germany: . 
Rudolf Bindig, a spokesman for the 
oppos1t1on Social Democratic Party, called 
Tucker's execution "outrageous and 
incomprehensible." 

Norway: 
The country's largest newspaper, Oslo's 
Verdens Gang, devoted most of its front page 
to the execution. It ran a pi<.ture of a smiling 
Tucker, framed in black with the headline: '"I 
love you all' Karla's last words." 
Outside the U.S. embassy in Oslo, about a 
do~en protesters from Amnesty International 
held a peaceful vigil in the bitter cold and 
snow and gathered signatures on anti-death­
penalty petitions. Some people drove into 
town JUst to sign. 

Denmark: 
A reporter for Copenhagen's B.T. daily called 
the execution "a cattle show without any 
animals but Karla Faye who was the sacrificial 
lamb" 

Ireland: 
In Dublin, the Irish Times ran a large color 
photograph of Tucker looking toward the 
heavens. Then, in a dig at the United States, 
the newspaper said in an editorial that the 
death penalty "does not sit comfortable with 
the annual survey of human rights provisions 
around the world published by the U.S. State 
Department." 

Compiled by Jennifer Small, 
E~prei.s-News News Research 

MONTE BACH I Stal1 



SA Thursday, February 5, 1998 

Tucker wrote letter urging 
better rehabilitation system 
BY M AIT FLORES 

EXPRESS-NEWS STAFF WRITER 

Even in death, Karla Faye Tuck­
er has dared the Texas prison sys­
tem to do a better job of rehabili­
tating the thousands of inmates, 
chiefly by paying them for the 
work they do and charging them 
for the services they get. 

In a three-page handwritten let· 
ter released Wednesday by prison 
officials, Tucker - the first wom­
an to be executed in Texas since 
the Civil War - told the Texas 
Board of Criminal Justice it needs 

Carlos Guerra/18 

to improve programs so prisoners 
can better function in society 
when they are released. 

Her unsigned letter, which was 
titled "Rehabilitation Plan for In­
mates," challenged the nine-mem­
ber board to improve life-skills 
training programs for prisoners 
and urged the department to pay 
for inmates' labor so they could 
pay restitution to their victims 

• See TUCKER/8.0- - - -- - - -

Karla Faye Tucker's letter 
Here are excerpts from the unsigned, three-page 
letter from Karla Faye Tucker written on the eve 
of her execution to Texas prison board Chairman 
Allan Polunsky of San Antonio: ___ ,, 
"As an individual who has been incarcerated in (the 
Texas prison system) for last 14 years, I have seen 
many people come in here, leave out of here and 
come back in here, some as many as 4 .and 5 times. 

They come in here as an irrisponsible (sic), uneducated, authority 
despising person, and leave out ofhere even more irrisponsible (sic)." 

"/say this because when a person enters (prison), they are fed 3 square 
meals a day, have a roof over their head, are given clothes to wear; 
schooling, medical, and many other things FREE •.. Having everything 
given to us free, and told how to do everything has a big tendency to 
condition a person to be irrisponsib.le(sic) and 
become ~ery dependent upon the {>eople in care / 4~,... :....;,--··-
of them. . j -. ... ":"<--<-""''·'.~ .. 

'""'<llil: '"·°"'\~~"" <...,_ """ ~ - --.. .. 
"But I challenge you to even dare to consider . ;~.._·1':-~"f~~"' ~~~~ 

I 
., ·1 "4 ... ~ <1<; J -.,,,.. ."'.~ . ... • 

this idea, to run with it and see its far ·i,~;.,_ ,,.,.: .:f·;,,.."' ::-. 
reaching effects and the difference it could I ~::-~:-;t,,.,,.':'.:.,.-4~ 

,, ,;;- ···Ji&, • ..._,. ~ . .... ? .. • "'" . ...... 
make." I -4-.~-,"""'-... .,._: "~<-,.,_; 

-~ ,_;/;4..d,-~ .J~ .:/..... .. -.: - ...... ./ -~ ~ .. 
"Pay us to work and then make us use that ff :::"' 7..;;,....:.t-;t7- :;·'-- • .,, ..... ~~ 
money to pay for those 3 square meals a t.f,~~::F" ~:;..::JZ · c-~ .... . --.... 

. t _.,.. -v .,/ " -·~ ... 't.t · ... .(_, .. , __ ~ ... ~~.( ... 
day; Make us pay for the clothes (the j ~".':: .-..., "~ ·""·~~~-:·: .,;_;:: .... ,_ ""'.-, 

./'""'< -<.o;l'l\: - """· - ·~~ ' • ',.(,/'., , ~,,, 
system) makes to clothe us. Make us pay a ,~ .-¥"::-.:;;;,.,:.:'::> -.~:.,, .. ~: ::_ ~~ -:..:- ~;~~ 
weekly laundry fee. Make us pay for . :;:'."".:'t~:::'.'1~-'~ ~;.;~:-:: :~t ;~· 
housing: Make us pay for education and i j...::-.:~ -'1:;s"t. ;~:<>:~~ .::< 
medical and any other thing that normal 

1
! ;:;:~~;1:i),'<:; ?-~> ::-;· --~~ ·{.4_:~~ 

citizens pay for on the outside!" . (_/·~~~~. '~·,,_.: ~;~ ·--.,, , "~ ..,. ·<!-_ ----"...,...;.--- --'------ I 1~ •o:,;. ,.,. ~~ ... . -~.~ /...!':;,...,.."'./~. ~ ........ ~ "< ••• ,.....,.~ --~ .~ -~- ~·' { -~· · .:(r .. v · 
"If uou do this then you are · · .::'.'..'J'.~,.~""· ·~ ... "'Q .;~ ."'-< .:::-'· .. .., :. · '·•··:.:: . r . · 11 -•~"'- -<~.~""-!"~ ~ ·4•. ~ ,, -v. 
conditioning· people to be · ·"4.--~ ~'.~ ..... « _,.,. • .,,_ "" ,_,,..,.;.'"' ,..-;_ _ "'""'* ~......-...i..t: ~z,...,,""° ~ 
responsible. It will~ a learned ... '' , ·;-rt.; 
behavior that will build self-esteem, self worth '-<4~~"t..:; 
responsibility." · . ·-~~~ 

"Because if you turn a irresponsible person out of these gates they go 
into the world and soc;iety usually ends up footing the biif for them 
because they can't function properly out in the big bad world." · 

" ... when it's all said and done they are benefitting in a personal way, 
deep down inside where it matters the most!" 

--~-'' 
EXPRESS-NEWS GRAPHIC 



DEATH SENTENCE DECRIED 

Carrying crosses, some 200 people, including Bianca Jagger, 
gathered Saturday in Austin on the steps of the Capitol to 

ltlO< HUNTER I Stiff 

protest the scheduled execution of Karla Faye Tucker on Feb. 
3. See story on Page 24A. 
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Mdnday, March 16, 1998 San Antonio Express-News 

Poll indicates Texans' support 
for death penalty on the wane 
ASSOCIATED l'tlESS 

ACSTI~ - Texans' support of 
the death penalty has plunged 18 
pcrcentage points to its lowest rat­
ing in decades, according to a poll 
taken just wecks after the execu­
tion of Karla Fave Tucker. 

The Texas Poll. published Sun­
day by several media outlets, 
found 68 percent of Texans favor 
capital punishment. a big drop 
from the 86-percent support it re­
ceivrd in 1994, the last time thc 
Texas Poll askt.>d about the subject. 

The survey of 1,001 adult Texans 
was conducted by telephone Feb. 
16-26 for news outlet~ b'f the Office 
of Surve) Research at "the Univer­
sity of Texas at Austin. 

It has an error rate of plus or 1m­
nus 3 percentage points 

ebates 
grow on 

ea th 
enalty 

BY SA.I'd HoWE VEJU1ovu. 
HEW YORll. TIMES 

hUNTSVILLE - Not since 1977; 
when a Utah firing squad shot 
Gary Gilmore, the fir:;t prisoner 
put to death after the Supreme 
Court allowed resumption or capi­
tal punishment, has so much atten­
tion b~en focused on an execution. 

But now that Texas has executed 
Karla Faye Tucker, a kmdly look­
ing, bom-agam-Christian woman. 
despite pleas for mercy from 
around the world, the most sigmli· 
cant question isn't really why she 
commanded all the publicity, but 
\.,.hcther that execution has done 
anything to change the dynamics 
of the nation's continuing debate 
over the death penalty. 

The poll was conducted just 
weeks after the Feb. 3 execution of 
Tucker, the pickax killer whose re­
ligious conversion prompted a 
worldwide campaign to spare her 
life. 

"Some of it has got to be people 
re·e\·aluatmg their opinions m 
light of the Karla Faye Tucker ex­
ecution." said Texas Poll Director 
Ty Mcighan. ·'The whole Karla 
f'aye Tucker deal focused people 
on this issue." 

Tim Flanagan, dean of the crim· 
inal justice collegt> at Sam Hous­
ton State Universitv in Huntsville 
called the decline in support "re­
markable." He also credited the 
publicity surrounding the Tucker 
execution. 

"If you believe that thr media 

Opponents of capital punishment 
hope so. Many said Wednesday 
that the execution of Tucker. a 
pickax killer who had become a 
\'irtual guest in American living 
rooms in recent days. had put a 
narticularly human face on those 
conderr.:ied <0 death, and predicted 
thac i. ,_-,oulu 5al' ;lflize people like 
Jennife:: 1~o;·gan a 25-year-old ac­
coun:tr.t in BGston 

has an educational value at all, 
then people obviously have learned 
some things about capital pumsh­
ment as a result of the debate," he 
said. 

The findings demonstrate "a 
more considered view." Flanagan 
said. 

Dianne Clements, president of 
the v1ctuns' rights group Justice 
for All, agreed the findings are a 
result or Tucker's execution. 

However, she noted a majority 
of Texans still support capital pun­
ishment 

"Clearly, 68 percent is still a 
hugt> majority," she said. "l don't 
thmk support will wane. If people 
knew the truth about the death pen­
alty, support would rise dramati­
cally." 

Tht>re was certainly a third 
i.chool of thought: that Tucker's ex­
t>cution was Simply the latest me­
dia spectacle and that, with the na­
tion's TV audience simply moving 
on to the next big event, it would 
have no great lasting sigruficanct>. 

Still, Tucker. the first woman ex­
ecuted in Texas since Chipita Rod­
riguez was hanged for the murder 
of a horse trader during the Civil 
War, was far different from most 
pnsoners facing death. 

Through a barrage of television 
inten·1ews in recent weeks, she 
c.learly managed to humanize her­
~elf before America. 

".befor~ this, I was for the death 
pea21ty,' said Morgan, one of doz­
ens of people interviewed around 
the cow1try about their reaction to 
the Tucker execution Tuesday 
nlght. "But when you come to know 
sar.leone through these tele\'ls1on 
:.ho\\·s. it makes you think : Is that 
\·Jiu:t they deserve?" 

'Death penalty supporters offered 
an opposing assessment. 

1 ne state's resolve to see the 
1 ucker death sentcnce through, 
rnany said, marked an important 
moment reflecting a willingness to 
get :.enous about actually carry1.11g 
out the death penalty in a country 
wht>re only a small fraction of 
those condemned to die are in fact 
executed. 

"The real question we should ask 
ourselves IS why so many people 
Ml\\ Tucker·s humanity, but refuse 
to see 1t m others," said David 
Dow. a Uruversity of Houston law 
professor who has represented 
more than 20 death row prisoners. 
"Because the truth is that almost 
all execution victims are like 
Tucker. Most come to regret that 
they killed. Most have families 
who love them. Many find religion. 
Many are articulate. Some are 
p\·en physically attractive." 

The execution sent a powerful 
message, said Dianne Clements, 
president of Justice for All. a vic­
dms' rights group based in Hous­
~on. 

" Regardless of your gender," she 
said, those who are com·1cted and 
given that punishment can expect 
that punishment to be carried out." 

But, Dow argued. Tucker had 
five characteristics that combined 
tu mctke her a media sensation 

"She was a woman, white, attrac­
tive, articulate and a Christian," 
he said "A lot of people on death 
row have three of those character-
1sticl); some have four. But very 
few have all five, and I simpl}· 
don't see another case command-
1.11g Uus amount of attPntion." 



Murder victim's .;~ 
11) 

brother preaches .. 
forgiveness 
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BY THE R F.\'. R OBERT C-\R...\B~ 
SPEOAl TO THE EXPRESS-NEWS 

Mvsis­
ier·s _.1: 

mur­
derer :I 

will be execut- I 
ed by lethal ,n, 
injection on c: 
Wednesday. 

More than ·t 
20 years ago, t 

on Sept. 30, 
CARABIN 1977, Joseph t. 

Cannon shot my sister, Anne ... .. 
Carabin Walsh, as she pleaded for 
mercy: "Please don't shoot me any .. 
more. I have eight children." ~ 

But he said, "So I shot her a few · 
more times." 

\\'hen asked whether Anne had ,q 
been mean to him, he said, "No. she 
was pretty nice to me." 

:\ow his mother says the system 
has failed him and he should not be 
executed. The system also failed my 
sister, my mother and my family ,., 
when he was released without ade- 10 
quate investigation. 

My broth,er, Dan, got him on 
parole and bought him a set o~ 11 

clothes. Since no Cannon family "l 
member could be found. Anne took ... 
him into her home. One \veek later, .. 
when she came home for lunch, he ,. 
shot her to death in her own dining 
room and then tried to rape her. .., 

The United States is severely 1' 

criticized for still having the death .,; 
penalty. Texas is the leading state in 
the execution belt and recently 1~ 
executed a woman, Karla Faye ;.: 
Tucke~ . " 

Our system is not perfect. but I .. 
am proud of my country and my 
state. 

SB Saturday, April 18, ·1998 

Murder victim's 
brother struggles 
with forgiveness 
• Continued from 7B 

Should our laws allowing capital 
punishment be changed? Maybe. 

Morally, it can be argued on both 
sides. 

My bishops, James Folts and 
·Robert Hibbs, say they "are per­
suaded that this practice is not ac­
cording to the mind of Christ." 
Where am I as a victim? 

As a Christian, I know that .Jes us 
wants me to forgive Joseph. By the 
power of the Holy Spirit given to 
me by Jesus, I have forgiven him. I 
do forgive him. I will forgive him 
for the remainder of my life. 

Should his sentence be commut­
ed? Or should he suffer the conse­
quences of his heinous criminal 
act which stripped us of our sister 
and my nieces and nephews of 
their mother? 

If his sentence is commuted to 
life imprisonment, he would al­
ready have served longer than the 
usual "life'' sentence. He could be 
released in a few months and kill 
again. 

This gets us into a political de­
bate on capital punishment that 
my beloved and state should con­
sider. I cannot settle the political 
debate. 1 am not !>UH~ how I would 
vote on the death penalty in gener­
al or for Joseph Cannon in particu­
lar. I might very well vote with the 
75 percent of my fellow citizens 
who agree with the death penalty. 

More than 20 years later, I am 
still haunted by the last words of 
my sister, "Please don't shoot me 
any more. I have eight children." 

I am also haunted by the scene 
from the death chamber in the mo­
vie, "Dead Man Walking." 

What can I do for Joseph Can­
non? I remember the words that 
Jesus said, "Love your enemies, do 
good to those who hate you, bless 
those who curse you, and pray for 
those who mistreat you." (Luke 
6:27-28) 

So I pray that Joseph will reach 
out to his Savior, Jesus Christ, as 
did Karla and the repentant crimi­
nal crucified with Jesus. Then Jo­
seph can also hear Jesus' words, "I 
promise you that today you will be 
in paradise with me." (Luke 
23 :43). 

The Rev. Robert Carabin is assis­
tant rector of Christ Episcopal 
Church and an associate professor 
at St. Philip's College. 
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JOURNEY OF HOPE 

... FROlvf VIOLENCE TO HEALINGTM 

May 29-June 14, 1998 
Sr. Helen Prejean. CSJ. Bill Pelke, and Abolition Movin ' 

Comi11g to Texas! The Journey of Hope ... From Violence to HealingTM is an education 
and awareness tour covering the major cities of Texas. It is led by murder victims' family mem­
bers who share their stories about their process of healing through reconciliation. Calling for 
alternatives to the death penalty, they are joined by families of death row inmates, death row 
survivors, friends and activists from across the United States and beyond. Their presentations give 
a more complete picture of the cycle of violence and the way in which the death penalty prevents 
healing, prolongs suffering and creates more victims. Please call 800-973-6548 for more infor­
mation and registration material. 

"The Journey of Hope ... From Violence to HealingTM is an event that should be experienced 
by everyone who is concerned about the problems created by violent crime, including the death 
penalty. I'll be there. Please join us!" 

-Sr. Helen Prejean, CSJ 
Author: Dead Man Walking 

Reverend Bernice King, daughter of Rev. 
l\1artin Luther King, Jr., praised those 

~ taking part in the first Journey of Hope 
-* ... From Violence to Healing"' for "setting a 
~ higher standard of compassion, forgiveness ,.. 

l'£ 1·~111Plllil and non-violence. I salute you for your 
bravery. Your efforts will reap a great 
victory for humanity - a more just and 
loving America ... " 

-NW Indiana Catholic, June 13, 1993 

___ Call !00-973-6548_!or mor!_ informa tion_and_!~request registration information 
Special thanks to Sun West Business Forms for donated printing 



-Texans-
... on the Journey 

Ron Carlson 
& Dana Brown 

"There. was a 
time when I would 
have killed Karla 
Faye Tucker myself 
for what she did to 
my sister," said Ron, 
"But the desire for 
vengeance and my 
search for a way to 

Pictured here are Ron Carlson 
(right), whose sister Deborah was 

one of Karla Faye Tuckers' victim's, 
and Dana Brown, Karla's husband 

end the pain was hurting me more than anyone else. Then 
I accepted the Lord as my savior and I asked him to take 
the pain away from me and to replace the hatred with 
love and compassion. I finnly believe to this very minute 
that God himself honored that prayer ... " 

"I hope everyone can come to the Texas Journey of 
Hope ... From Violence to Healingn' to hear the message 
that vengeance is never the answer. Join us and help us 
spread the seeds of compassion for Texas and for all 
humanity." 

The Routier 
Family 

The Routier family 
is in the tragic 
position of being 
both a murder victim's 
family and the family 
of someone on death 
row. Despite only 
circumstancia l 

Pictured here i.s Darlie Routier 's 
husband Darin and other 

members of the Routier family. 

evidence, Darlie Routier was convicted of murdering 
two of her three children. Dar lie continues to maintain 
her innocence. 

"Those are my boys who are dead, and that' s my wife 
who they are trying to kill," says Darin. "You can bet 
we'll be on the Texas Journey. People need to see how 
the system is tearing families apart instead of helping 
them. We support the Journey and its message of '.from 
violence to healing,' and we look forward to sharing our 
story with others." 

-Questions & Answers-
.. .10, details about the Texas Journey I 

What are the goals of the Texas Journey? 
•To strengthen the efforts of those working for alternatives 

to the death penalty in Texas and worldwide. 
• To make cle.ar that not all murder victims' families want 

the death penalty. 
•To identify other murder victims' family members 

in Texas who desire to engage in dialog about healthy 
solutions to violent crime. 

• To educate and raise awareness that vengeance is never the 
answer and that there are viable alternatives to the death penalty. 

What takes place during the Journey of 
Hope ... From Violence to HealingTM? 
Daily activities include public education through small & 
large group presentations, public demonstrations, media 
events and personal discussions. Living, working, playing 
and moving together through the State, participants build 
lasting friendships while sharing experiences and learning 
new techniques for the ongoing struggle for justice. 

How can I participate if I am not a murder 
victim's family member? 
Everyone is invited to join the Journey. Participants take 
part in public demonstrations and marches, join with Jour­
ney teams for their presentations and interviews, drive 
vehicles, help prepare meals, etc. 

What is a typical day like on the Journey? 
A typical day might begin with a public demonstration at a 
county courthouse in a major city, then lunch at a local church 
or homeless shelter. There will also be speaking engage­
ments to college or religious groups as well as media inter­
views. An evening event, i.e. town hall meeting, concert or 
an "unwind, have some fun, get some hugs" campfire might 
close the day. 

How much will it cost the participant? 
Participants are asked to contribute at least $120 per week 
or $20 per day. There is a family rate of $ 120 per week for the 
first person, $70 for the second and $3 5 each for the rest of the 
family. There is no charge for children under I 0 but we are 
unable to provide child care. All necessary transportation, over­
night lodging and at least two meals per day will be provided. 

How can l help NOW? 
•Encourage people you know to participate in this event. 
• Share this infonnation with your local activist networks. 
• Ask your congregation to sponsor/advertise the Journey. 
•Make a financial contribution to the Journey. 
• Sponsor someone else to participate. 
• Invite us to your community to share more about the Journey. 
• Organize a car load of people to come with you on the Journey. 
• Order the Journey video and/or Abolition Wear-:" 



-Texas Journe -
.. .from Huntsville to Austin 

Dallas/Ft. W 011h • 

AustinO 

Huntsville • 

Planning for the Texas Journey 
While those who can come for a week or the full 17 

days will experience the solidarity of our movement in 
a much more special way, we realize that many people 
cannot get away for that much time. We welcome those 
who can come for a few days or a weekend. 

If you plan to attend, please call or write us for reg­
istration materials. Denise Chan of Linli Travel, Inc .. 
(800-811-9438) can help you find the least expensive 
travel arrangements. To ensure we can meet you when 
you arrive and see you off when you depart, give us as 
much advance notice of your travel plans as you can. 
Please try to time your arrival and departures to coin­
cide with the travel dates highlighted on the itinerary. 

May29 

May30 

May 31 
June 1 

June 2 
June3 
June 4 

June 5 
June 6 

June 7 

Junes 
June9

1 
10 

June Jf)q 

June 11 
June 12 

June 13 

June 14 

-Schedule-
... of the major events 

Friday: Participants arrive in Houston, 
evening orientation 
Huntsville : Memorial Day service at the 
Walls Unit, where Texas· executions are 
conducted 
Houston area chW'ches, public visibility actions 
Houston area schools, civic and religious 
groups, etc., public visibility actions 
More of the same 
Wednesday: Move to Dallas I Ft. Worth 
Dallas area schools. civic and religious 
groups. etc., public visibility actions 
More of the same I evening concert 
Saturday afternoon rally, public event 
with death row sur\'ivor Randall Dale 
Adams as keynote speaker 
Dallas I Ft. Worth area churches, public 
visibility actions 
Monday: Move to San Antonio 
San Antonio area schools, civic and religious 
groups, etc., public visibility actions 
More of the same. Evening public event 
with Sr. Helen Prejean, CSJ 
Thursday: Move to Austin 
Austin area schools, civic and religious 
groups, etc., public visibility actions 
Saturday afternoon rally and march to 
State Capitol led by Sr. Helen Prejean, CSJ 
Sunday: Austin area churches ; end 
of Texas Journey. 

The Journey of Hope ... From Violence to Healing™, Inc. becomes continuous! 
After the Texas event, the Journey will be continuously moving throughout this nation. There will still be a 

two-week event each year focusing on a single state or region, but between those events the Journey could be 
anywhere and everywhere. Please contact us to learn when the Journey will be in your region of the country and to 
schedule the Journey to come to your city or state. 

Many people may be aware that previously, the Journey of Hope ... From Violence to Healing"' was a project 
of Murder Victims Families For Reconciliation (MVFR). In 1997, Bill Pelke, an MVFR board member and Founder 
of the Journey, formally incorporated the Journey of Hope ... From Violence to Healing"", Inc. as a new organiza­
tion. The Journey continues to work hand in hand with MVFR. 

The Journey of Hope ... From Violence to Healing"', Inc. is incorporated in the State oflndiana (50lc3 appli­
cation pending) as a non-profit organization. The members of the Board of Directors are SueZann Bosler, Marietta 
Jaeger. Bill Pelke, Sam Reese Sheppard and George White. 



Join us on the Texas Journey of Hope ... From Violence to Healing™I 

Your participation will support and enable murder 
victims' family members to speak out for alterna­

tives to the death penalty. We hope you will make plans 
to be with us on part or all of the Texas Journey. We 
need your help to change public opinion about the death 
penalty in Texas and across the United States. 

There is also something very important you can do right 
now. You can make a gift to the Journey of Hope ... From 
Violence to Healing"', Inc. Your gift will help us reach 
ruore people in more communities with the message of 
reconciliation and compassion. 

Here is what your contribution to the Journey can do: 
$18 Will print 600 brochures to spread the message. 
$36 Will feed, house and transport one person for 

one day. 
$360 Will help subsidize a Journeyer otherwise un­

able to attend. 
$720 Will pay for lodging for all participants in the 

journey for one night. 
$1,800 Will cover the rental and insurance of a 15-

passenger van. 

Reverend Bernice King, daughter of Rev. 
Martin Luther King, Jr., praised those 

© taking part in the first Journey of Hope 
~ ... From Violence to Healing™ for "setting a 
Ul 

:..~liiftl~ higher standard of compassion, forgiveness 
lillilx and non-violence. I salute you for your 

bravery. Your efforts will reap a great 
victory for humanity - a more just and 
loving America ... " 

-NW Indiana Catholic, June 13, 1993 

Call 800-973-6548 for more information and to request registration information 
- l;Gi!iiiilbijc1JIHIC.i Journey of Hope ... From Violenc~;Healing - - - - - - - -- - - - -

P.O. Box 1176 I1 

Burleson, TX 76097 

Name: 
-------------------------~ 

Address: 
--------------------------~ 

-~ 
"' °' > 
<T 
<> 
cc 
0 

"' 0 
1; 

~-1;~!!1N City: State: Zip: -------------
~ 0 Yes, I would like to participate in the Texas Journey. Please send me registration info. 

0 I can help with preparations for the Journey. Please contact me. 
0 Send me the Journey of Hope ... From Violence to Healing"" promotional video, 

Not in My Name. $20 enclosed. 

.. l'ol! ..... ._lll.l2 
~---....i ~ 

I want to support the Journey of Hope ... From Violence to Healing™. Here is my 

contribution of: (checks made payable to "The Journey of Hope ... From Violence to Healing'"', Inc.") 

0$36 0$72 0$360 0$720 0$1800 Other - ------------
Visa/Mastercard charges: Amount Account # 

-------- --------------- -----
Exp. date Signature ______ _ _ __________ ___ _____ _ 

.,, 



Journey Speakers will be available throughout 
San Antonio, June 9th and 10th, to share their 
stories with your class or group. 

To make reservations or for more information: 
call (210) 735-4988 

The Journey of Hope ••• From Violence to Healing™ is led by murder 
victims fiunily members and joined by family members of death row in­
mates, activists, and others. Speakers will be available to tell their stories 
at your schools, churches, businesses, etc. 

The Journey of Hope .•• From Violence to Healing TM is two weeks of 
action and education for alternatives to the death penahy throughout Texas. 
Everyone is welcome. 

The Journey of Hope .•. From Violence to Healing rn is looking for 
volunteers to help with all aspects of organizing this event. Please contact 
us for details, to volunteer, and/or to make a date with a speaker. 

O!J?anizin2 Meetings 
April 6 and 20, May 4, 11, 18 

Grace Lutheran Churc~ 
504 Avenue E. 

9 to I 0:30a.m. all are welcome to attend 

For further information 
contact: peaceCENTER 

530 Bandera Road, 
San Antonio, Texas 78228 

(210) 735-4988 
www.salsa.net/peace 

Join the Texas 

JoL1r11ey of.l1c)11e ... 
f .f()Jll f f of l'JIC(1 /0 //ea/ill" I \ / ,.., 

As they journey through San Antonio, Texas 

Monday, June 8th 7p.m. 
Prayer Vigil for Reconciliation 

Milam Park 

Tuesday, June 9th 6:30 p.m. 
Procession From the Alamo 
to San Fernando Cathedral 

Sister Helen Prejean, CSJ, 
author of Dead Man Walking 

will be keynote Speaker 

Wednesday, June 10th 7p.m. 
Blessings for the Journey 

(Prayer Vigil) 
Milam Park 

San Antonio Coordinators: 

the Revs. Bill Lytle 
and Ann Helmke 
(2 t 0) 735-4988 



What is the HJourney of Hope" '? 

The Jou rney o fl lope is :..1 public cJucation tour when:! mcmhcrs of 
fvturdcr Victims' hunilii..:s For Recondliation (MYFR) and activists s~ak 
out again!'>t the dc.:ath penalty. MVl·R memlx!rs describe the cxpericm:e or 
!using a lmed ooc through murder <mJ their C\.cntual recognition. unique to 
each lHll!, of how hatn.:d and the uesirc for revenge is destructive tn 
thcmseh cs ;mJ our society us a\\ holi..:. They sh:.m:! their struggle:-> to kt go 
of their\ indicti\c It-dings to mmc on and up to a heathicr. mot<.' humam:: 
way ofrcspomling to the ollcn<ler and d1:aling with their grict: 

Speakers tell stories ofr\.."Concili:.ition an<l fl>rgivem:ss. Each liuni ly 
member. for a, ariety of crcJ ihk an<l compelling reasons. oppost:s the 

death penalty. 

What is MVJq~·! 

MY 1:R was founded hy Virginia's own longtime adivist against thc d1:at h 
pt:nalty. Maril! I kans. following tht: murdc.:r of her mother-in-law. Maric 
ti.n111JcJ MVFR to provide a national forum li>r murder victims' family 
members. including family memocrs ofthosc executed hy the state. who art: 
oppo~d to the death penalty. 

Scvcnal member~ of M VFI~ and the kind of .~ton· each t ell~: 

.......... Sam Shepp~rd .......... . 

Al the age of seven. Sam lost his mother to murder. Five months 
lah:r. ti'\\: state of Ohio uskcd a jury to sentence his lather to death. 
Insll:ad. he received a !iii.: sentence. '(\1,1clvc years lutcr, his father was 
lin111d innocent by the Stale of Ohio. 

"I'm concerned ahout the children- the chilJrcn ofollcndcrs and 
victims. The Journey of! lope helps us to focus on the death penalty and 
prison issues and lill up the fac t that children are involved on lioth sides. 
·1 he .Journey on lope: is cxtrcrm:ly important." 

........... Hill Pclke .......... . 

Ruth Pdkc. Bill's grandmother was murdered in I 985. Sht: was a 

seventy-eight ycur old Bibk Teacher. Paula Cooper was scntcrn.:cd to 
death fr>r her involvement in the brutal crime and became the youngest 
female on death ro~ in tl11: United States. 

.. I had no problem with Paula tx:ing ~entem: i:<l to death. Nana \\a!'> a 
\Hl11lkrll1I v.om<.1n anJ l li:lt the SC\ crest of penalties v.ils dui: hmr munth:­
latcr ( ind US(!d my grandmother's liti: and death tot um me completely 
around.·· 

........... Marietta Jaeger ......... . 

While on a family camping vacation in Montmm. Mm·idta \ 
sevcn-y1:ar-old daughtt!r, Susie. was kidnapped. Fitkcn months later. the 
FBI arrested the man responsible. I k later confosscd to J.. illing Susie. 

'"It is so important for as many peopll! as pl.lssihlc tn \~ present\\ ith 
us on this Journey - not only to liH up an ult1.:rnative rcsponst: to crime, hut 
to focus public allt:nlion on an excellent educational forum to Jiscuss the 
immorality anJ injustice oft he death pcnalt) ." 

lfSm11, Bil/, ft.lurielta um/ 11tflen cu11 ji11d peuce 111ul lteali11g 
1ifter being ~11bjected to ~11d1 1111.\pelllt.llble tn1ge<(r, 

J¥1wl about w(! 
What c 1111 H'e l ear11 from them '! 

,Journey Speakers will he ava1bbk throughout Sun Antonio. June 9th 

and J 0th, to share th~ir stories with your duss or group. 

To make reservations and for more info call, FAX or e-mail 
(210) 735-4988 - FAX (210) 725 -8937 

bn:peacc(a)tcxas. net 



You are invited to the. .. 
, 

~ti~~;;~ ,. 
JOURNEY OF HOPE 
FROM V/OlcNCE TO HEAlfNG'~ 

LUNCHEON & KEYNOTE SPEAKER: 
Sr. Helen Prejean 

Nobel Peace Prize Nominee & Auihor, DeadMat1 Walking 

Tuesday. June 9tb, 1l noon 
Temple Beth EL 211 Belknap 

(parking available at Christ Episcopal Church, 5 I 0 Belknap) 
CALLN!llETO R.S.V.P., 733-9159 

This is an invitation-only luncheon. Seating is limited & going fast!!! 
Reservations will close JUNE lST or when all seats are full. 

Luncheon hosted by: 
peaceCENTER 

San Antonio Community of Churches 
Temple Beth El 

Dooat.ions will be aooc:pt.cd lb.al day towards the: rucol & The Journey. 
For lfUJn infomtation abollt THE JOURNEY 

or to arrange for a spulku 
(fturlily ~ of"'"""' viaiM.s. d th111h row iltmata) 

to come ta yov orgtaai:atio"' work. cltwclt. de 
Pleue call: puceCENTER. 7JS~988. 
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-Please pray for us, 
Kids of San Antonio 



Stand for Children 
Saturday, June 6, 1998 

10a.m. 
Milam Park 

Kicking off the Celebration of Children 
will be a rally that includes a parade and 
keynote speakers addressing issues on 
health and welfare of children. 

Stand for Children, which began as a 
national event in 1996, •Jrges every Ameri­
can to assume responsibility as an indi­
vidual, as a community and as a nation to 
improve the quality of life for children. 

Advocates for children, including 
parents and their children, are urged to 
participate in the day of awareness which 
begins with a morning march at 10 a.m. 
from Milam Park to a rally at the Alamo 
beginning at 11 a .m. Entertainment follows. 

Bring your banners and signs! 

For more information, calJ the 
City of San Antonio 

Children's Resources Division 
(210) 246-5204 

Children's Faith Initiative 
Weekend, June 6 & 7, 1998 

More than 150 area churches and 
synagogues are expected to devote their 
liturgies and sermons to children's issues 
such as health care and safety on this 
special weekend. 

We appeal to San Antonio to pray for 
children, and also pray that policy makers 
and community leaders will work on the 
behalf of children. 

Community volunteer opportunities will 
also be highlighted, giving congregations 
the opportunity to share time, talent and 
love with children. 

The San Antonio Community of 
Churches, Methodist Healthcare Ministries 
and peace CENTER will co-sponsor this 
event. 

For more information, call the 
A Vision for Children Center 

(210) 737-0742 

WOMAN AT THE \VELL HOUSE NEEDS COPIER 

\.VOMAN AT THE WELL BOUSE, a ministry to women in transition from prison, needs a good, workable copy 
machine. If your congregation has rec.ently purchased a new copy machine and has a usable machine which you 
would be willing to donate, please call the office of the San Antonio Community of Churches, 733 -9 159. 
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COVENANT FOR CHILDREN 
1998 

As leaders of the Religious Community we firmly state, that, in any society the measure of its 
greatness is in how its least powerful and most fragile members are cared for. In all religions the 
key to faith, hope and love rests in our promises to our children. In our San Antonio, Bexar 
County and South Texas areas all of us, of many faiths, beliefs, theologies and religions, share a 
common desire to impriove on the physical, emotional and spiritual life conditions of our children. 

How we change our corrununities to better care for our littlest members is how we will be 
remembered. 

To this end we now dedicate and charge all of our religious leaders, lay leaders and church 
members to a call to action. 

To do all that we can in any way we can to improve on what we are doing for 
children. 

To spend more time, more effort, more energy, more money, more activity and more 
action on raising the quality of everything that we do for children, concentrating on 
the spiritual, emotional and physical well being of our children. 

To guide, encourage and assist parents and children in achieving more fulfilling, 
enjoyable, happy and wholesome lives. 

This is our covenant, these are our go~ls. You are challenged, diree-1ed and called to devising, in your 
own way, a better San Antonio, Bexar County and South Texas for our children. 

~~~~ 
Rev. Charles Babcock 

~~4 
Dr. Lewis Le~ 

Blue Bonnet Area of the Christian Church San Antonio Baptist Association 

-7 ~4 
~ .. ~~-----

ishop Ja •s E. Bennett 
SW Texas Synod of the ELCA 

±:/? ~ .z__ggap# 
Archbishop Patrick Flores £ abbi Samuel M. Stahl 
Arch ocese of San Apio ~ !}_~ _ Temple Beth-El ' 

. - . , ~ - ~L.2~&2--/ 
Bis op James E. Folts Mrs. sy{Vl; Washer 
Episcopal Diocese of West Texas Executiv'e- resbyter, Mission Presbytery 

~et~~ 
Executive Dir. SA Community of Churches· 
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Monday, Junes, 1998 

The Rev. Emet Huntsman helps Rachel Jaster, 8, with her reading of the New Testament on Sunday, the second day of the Stand for Children faith initiative. 



BY ELAINE Alt.AOJLLAS 

VCPllESs-NEWS ST Aff WlllTEll 

Like little angels, two cbtldrcn 
dressed in white robes hand<'d 
out bulletins and guided worship­
ers to their seats Sunday at Oak 
M eadow United M ethodist 
Church. 

Throughout the service, entitl­
ed "A Celebrallon of the Chil­
dren," the Rev. Emet Huntsman 
repeatedly urged his congrega­
tion to pray for the children less 
fortunate Ulan those in attcn-

dance. 
"Give us the courage to love 

th<'Se Little ones as you love 
them," Huntsman said. 

The United Methodist Church, 
2740 Hunters Green, helped cele­
brate the citywide Faith Initia­
tive Project, "Stand for Children, 
Pray for Children, Plan for Chil­
dren," by holding a service per­
formed by children. 

"I think it's important that we 
allow the children to take part in 
this. How can they come to ap­
preciate what we d-0 here, i f they 

don't ever take part in 
(church)?" Huntsman said. 

Children and youth were invit­
ed to gather at the altar to re­
ceive a blessing from the congre­
gation. One by one, toddlers and 
children trudged along to the 
front of the church where they sat 
in a Jumbled circle. 

The children and parents lis­
tened to Huntsman bestow praise 
and thanks for their existence. 

They then r<'turn<'d to their 
scats, and 8-year-old Rachel 
Jaster, dressed in a red, while 

and denim dress. read a passage 
from the New Testament. 

The congregation listened in­
tently as she spoke soruy, slop­
ping briefly to ask for word pro­
nunciation from Huntsman. 

Later, Jaster admitted she was 
shy and had trouble pronouncing 
some of the words. 

Midway through tht:> service, 
Tt>rri Boyce gave a personal ac­
count or what the church means 
to her. 

She preached to the congrega­
tion about her struggle with God 

and finding the right church. 
Boyce compared her journey to 

the various bikes she owned in 
her lifetime or 18 years. 

The recent Clark High School 
graduate encouraged others to 
find faith and happiness wjthin 
the church community. 

"My main role was to set an ex­
ample," she said. "I hope the kids, 
especially in this church, build a 
relationship with God and be­
come a part of the church fami­
ly." 



Saturday, March 2e, 1998 
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Speaking 
Out 

Faith in God 
tnotivated 
peace leaders 
BY D EBORAH HANUS 

SPECIAL TO THE EXPRESS·NEWS 

have ever felt." 

In April 1963, civil 
rights leader Martin 
Luther King Jr. sat in 
solitary confinement 
in the Birmingham 
Jail. 

He would later 
reflect that the 
actions leading to his 
arrest emerged out 
of the "deepest quiet I 

In his letter from the Birmingham 
Jail, King challenged the conscience of 
"An unjust law is a human law that is 
not rooted in eternal law." 

King's challenge has inspired the 
United Nations to sponsor a Season of 
Nonviolence from Jan. 30 through April 
4 as a time to recommit to his 
principles and those of Mahatma 
Gandhi. 

Both King and Gandhi believed 
action was needed to right the massive 
wrongs that suffounded them. Both 
plunged into the political fray as it 
presented itself. Yet, both were intense­
ly spiritual men. 

The spiritual perspective out of 
which they acted is often forgotten when 
we view them only as historical, politi­
cal figures. For both, the impetus to 
involve themselves in the struggles and 
sufferings of the world sprang from 
deeply soulful lives. 

For both men, the formation of their 
principles were rooted in an ongoing 
conversation with God. Out of their 
prayerful conversation they sought 
ways to root human justice in "eternal 
law." 

Both men sought to create in the pre­
sent moment a reflection of God's 
eternal moment. 

Gandhi pursued this conversation 
through prayer and fasting and kept one 
day of silence a week. 

Throughout his life Gandhi explored 
new methods of communicating the 
eternal moment in the present moment. 

He often attended meetings and sim­
ply sat cross-legged and swayed, saying 
nothing. Then he would smile and touch 
his palms together in the Hindu 
greeting of reverence for the other per­
son. 

These actions, rather than words, 
helped him establish compassionate 
relationships with others. 

King, too, relied upon union with God 
for creative nonviolence, saying, 
"Our capacity to deal creatively with 
shattered dreams is ultimately 
determined by our faith in God." 

Gandhi and King knew that prayer 
kept them faithful to a God who desires 
our cooperation to stay connected to one 
another. 

Conversations with God move us out 
of our own small agendas and allow us 
to connect with those principles and val­
ues which enrich and transform our 
own meager imaginations and our limit· 
ed capacity for compassion. 

Through prayerful union with God, 
King and Gandhi expanded their 
consciousness and were able to move 
beyond their own cultures, times and 
places. 

Prayer shifts us from dominance 
over others to relationships with all of 
creation. It helps us to connect our 
dreams with the dreams of a diverse 
and inclusive human community. 

Action alone will not keep the princi­
ples of King and Gandhi alive. We, 
too, must sit, solit ary and reflective, and 
allow God to form and shape ow· con­
science and deepen our awareness of 
our own place and time. 

To grow in love and to challenge the 
social ills of our own epoch requires 
time spent in the eternal moment, in 
prayer and contemplation of eternal 
values. These moments keep us focused 
and compassionate and give us the 
strength of character to act without self 
interest. Are our efforts for peace and 
actions made in the name of justice 
rooted in "the deepest quiet I have ever 
felt'?" 

Deborah Hanus is director of the 
Center for Spiritual Growth and the 
Contemplative Life in San .4ntonio. 
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